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“WHEN THE ‘LIGHT GOES ON’ – We will Know Our HOPE Better.” 

 ‘Grace Is The Key’ Series 
(Ephesians 1:18) 

 
Intro … Once again, here is the verse that is escorting us through the second section of 
thought in Paul’s letter to the Ephesians … 
 

ESCORT VERSE #2  … Ephesians 1:17 
 

“I keep ASKING that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
the glorious Father, may give you the spirit of WISDOM  

and revelation so you may KNOW  (stuff) …” 
 

 

Last Week  …              
So you may ‘KNOW HIM BETTER’ … 

Know more of His Love and of His Authority and of His Process 
 

 

This week …  
So you may ‘KNOW (fully and completely know)  

the HOPE to which He has CALLED you.’ 
 

 
That Loving, Authoritative, Methodical Father has called us (invited us) to lay hold of some 
kind of HOPE … He has placed in front of us a target – a destination – an ultimate destiny.  
 
Might think … Well, that’s a no-brainer. That’s our ‘Hope of Heaven’. God the Father has 
called us to salvation and that salvation provides for us eternal life in heaven when this  
life is over … That’s our HOPE! 
 
It’s a Hope that can sustain us through times of trouble and assure us during attacks of 
doubt – the writer of the Book of Hebrews said that this hope we have can serve as a  
literal ‘anchor for our souls’ (Heb. 6:19).  
 
It can keep us from drifting away and being run aground by the storms of life.  
Should be a short message … This is one that we have already pretty well figured out. 
 
Except that’s not what Paul was saying here … that’s not the direction that Paul’s mind was 
running. Paul was not saying that he was asking God to help us better understand and thus 
more clearly perceive the wonders of Heaven – as wondrous as that would be.  
 



Paul’s mind was going down a completely different track … Paul choose to focus upon 
something that the average Christian might not ever even think about – something that  
the average church-goer might not ever even hear about.  
 
Take a look with me at what Paul actually said … 
 

Today’s Key Verse 
 

“I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened  
in order that you may know the HOPE to which he has called you, 

 

The RICHES of His Glorious INHERITANCE in the SAINTS.” 
 

 
This is a different ‘kind of knowledge’ altogether – this is something that God wants you and 
me to know. But just by reading those words we don’t automatically ‘get’ what he’s saying, 
do we? 
 
So let’s work our way along step by step and pray for enlightenment as we do so for there’s 
something here that God definitely wants us ‘to know’ – something that will require the ‘light 
to go on’ if that knowledge is going to indeed become our own. 
 
First Thing …  

“God Is Talking About ‘His INHERITANCE’ Not Ours.” 
(Something that is COMING to Him and that will BELONG to Him.) 

 
That’s what the verse says … Paul says He keeps asking God that our hearts will be 
enlightened so that we know something of ‘His Inheritance’. 
 

So he’s definitely not talking about heaven … God already owns heaven and all that it 
contains – God created heaven. The Bible actually says that God already owns everything … 
‘the cattle on a thousand hills and the gold in every mine’ (Oh, wait … that was a gospel song, wasn’t it?)  

 
But we get the idea … However, an ancient Hebrew songwriter (David in fact) did once write 
similar lyrics to one of his tunes (Psalm 24 he called it) …  

 

“The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it, 
the world and all that live in it.” 

 
So how does someone who already owns everything ever receive an inheritance?  
Some enlightenment is definitely needed.  
 

But nevertheless, whether we understand it right off or not, God is talking about  
‘His Inheritance’ in this verse – not ours.  
 

There is something coming to him that will surely belong to Him forever. 



Now here’s a Second Thing … 
 

“This Inheritance Is EXTRAVAGANT And AWESOME.” 
(Adds to His already unfathomable WEALTH and to His unmatched GLORY) 

 
Paul refers to the ‘Riches’ of His ‘Glorious’ Inheritance …  
 

Whatever it is, it’s impressive enough to make God ‘sit up and take notice’; it’s impressive 
enough for the Heavenly Father to eagerly anticipate; it’s impressive enough that the Apostle 
Paul believed that knowledge of it was and is vital for every believer to possess. 
 
This inheritance is rich even by God’s Standards and it possesses a level of glory that is 
actually compatible with the magnificence of His Own Being.  
 
Paul would have us ‘sit up and take notice’ also. It’s the kind of thing that would cause us 
endless wonder if we really could wrap our minds around it. God wants us to know that 
there’s something incredibly extravagant and awesome coming His Way that will belong  
to Him forever – something that He will cherish forever – His eternal inheritance! 
 
What in the world could that ‘something’ be – How in the world would such an inheritance  
be figured – In what ‘Coin of the Realm’ would it be calculated? 
 
Here now is the Third Thing … 
 

“This Inheritance Is Calculated Not In DOLLARS But In SAINTS.” 
(There is no more TREASURED possession to the Heavenly Father.) 

 
Paul said … 
 

“I am praying that the eyes of your heart might be enlightened that you may  
know the Hope (His Hope and ours) to which He has called you –  

The Riches of His Glorious Inheritance in the saints.” 

 
There’s the ‘Coin of the Realm’ identified … there’s the medium of exchange by which  
this glorious inheritance is calculated. 
 
The ‘Saints’ – all those who have been ‘Declared Holy’ by the Decree of God Himself – are 
the Father’s Inheritance. They will one day all ‘Come to Him’ and then ‘Belong to Him’ 
forever. He will be enriched by them and made even more glorious because of them. 
 
Jesus revealed something of this possibility – this divine reality – when he said in His  
High Priestly Prayer (speaking of his earthly disciples) …  

 

“Glory has come to me through them.” 
(John 17:10) 

 



There is coming a day when all things pertaining to this present earth will have come to 
their conclusion, when the Heavenly Hosts will marvel at the Glorious Inheritance of the 
Father as His Saints assemble around His Throne thus demonstrating their Victory over Sin 
and Death through their Faith in the Son of God who loved them and gave himself for them. 
 
And there they will be … dressed in robes of white – gloriously transformed into immortal 
beings who will exist to the Praise of His Glory for all eternity – the fulfillment of His Hope! 
 
And in that moment, as the Father gazes upon that which His Love (and His Son’s Sacrifice) has 
accomplished, He will be filled with delight. These Glorified Saints will be His Inheritance 
forever – His Treasured Possession! 
 
And as we think about such a moment – as we try to visualize such a setting – need I even 
mention these next three things … 

 
Fourth Thing … 

“The Knowledge Of This Calling Should BLOW Our MINDS.” 
(To think that our Heavenly Father puts such confident HOPE in us.) 

 
Words fail one whose ‘mind has been blown’ … The knowledge of this calling that God has 
given to us transcends all the earthly stuff with which we typically fill our minds.  
 
Surely this is ‘one thought’ by which we can heed the instruction the Apostle Paul gave in his 
letter to the Colossians when he said … 
 

“Set your minds on things above not on earthly things  
for you died and your life is now hidden with Christ in God …” 

(Colossians 3:2-3) 

 
It is by no means a waste of brain-power to think deeply and regularly about that incredible 
day when you as a born-again believer in Jesus Christ will stand in the midst of that glorious 
band which the Father will officially receive as ‘His Own’ – His Everlasting Inheritance! 
 

The Father has ‘called us’ to be part of the fulfillment of His Hope! 
What more purposeful life could we possibly have – it blows the mind. 
 
Fifth Thing … 

“The Knowledge Of This Calling Should EXCITE Our HEARTS.” 
(To think that our lives can produce Eternal BENEFIT to our Heavenly Father.) 

 
To do something amazing for one who has done something amazing for you is something 
our hearts can truly get excited about …  
 



How exciting to think (once our minds get done being ‘blown’) that we can bring an eternal 
benefit to our Heavenly Father.  
 
We desire to live in such a way that we are seen to be ‘saintly’ … living as Paul would say  
to the Philippians  …  
 

“As Children of God in the midst of a crooked and depraved generation  
in which you shine like stars in the universe …” 

(Philippians 2:15) 

 
Think about this …  

“When we want to see the ‘stars in the universe’ we look up;  
when God wants to see them He looks down.” 

 
And on that final glorious day, He will simply have to ‘look around’.  
How exciting to think that our lives can produce that kind of pleasure for him! 
 
Only one thing left to say this morning.  
 
This Sixth Thing (this most important thing) … 
 

 “The Knowledge Of This Calling Should ACTIVATE Our WILLS.” 
(Could there be anything more WORTHY of our EARTHLY efforts?) 

 
We certainly won’t think so when we stand in the Father’s Presence on that most 
momentous day …  
 
The Father will rejoice in us individually as well as in us collectively.  
 

He will remember the deeds done during our earthly sojourn.  
 

Glory will come to him as each God-Honoring action of our lives is acknowledged.  
 

Each of them is added to the ledger of His Inheritance …  
 

Each of them will add to His Eternal ‘Glory in the Saints’.  
 
Consider with me now our … 

 

Final Thot … 
Christians not only HAVE an inheritance; they ARE an inheritance! 

God the Father is their BENEFICIARY! 
Let’s live so as to ADD to His RICHES and GLORY! 

 
 

 


